
90
th
 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 
It was mentioned at the Open Meeting in September that this season is the 90

th
 Anniversary of the Re-formation of 

the league.  Clubs were asked to take photographs of its current teams. We are hoping to get enough photos to 
have them printed in the local papers. If any club does have a photograph taken they could send them to me. I will 
keep them safe and return to clubs at a later date.  

 
In the late 1890ôs and the early part of the 1900ôs the league was known as óThe Lancaster and District Leagueô.  
The league consisted of teams such as Kings Own, Skerton North End, Freehold Athletic, Galgate, Caton, 
Scotforth, Halton and St. Peters and others. In 1899 we had teams like Morecambe and Garstang. In 1900 we had 
Freehold, Freehold Athletic and Lancaster Caledonians. In 1901 we had Pilling, Ingleton and Freehold Old Boys. In 
season 1902 we had Lancaster Temperance. In season 1903 George Street Central, Woodville Athletic and L & 
N.W. Railway. In season 1904 we had Marsh Hornets and Calder Vale. In season 1905 we had Kendal Swifts and 
Moor Lane. In season 1906 we had Lancaster YMCA. In season 1907 we had Bare. In 1908 we had Lancaster 
Parish Church. In 1909 we had two sections, a Northern Section which had Lancaster Reserves, Carnforth 
Rangers, Warton and Kirkby Lonsdale. The Southern Section had teams like Lune Mills, St. Marys and Morecambe 
Reserves.  In 1910 we had Ingleton College, Lancaster Territorials, a Junior Section had 11 teams and a Minor 
Section had 6 teams.  In season 1911 we had John OôGaunt, Park Villa, Bentham and Bentham Wanderers. The 
Minor section had 8 teams, Christ Church, Galgate Amateurs, Carnforth Juniors, Morecambe W.E. Amateurs, 
Bolton Le Sands, Poulton Athletic, Caton Juniors and Bare Cadets.  

 
According to our records the League was reformed in 1919 and consisted of two divisions. In Division One we had 
Champions, Lancaster Discharged followed by Poulton Athletic,  Carnforth Rangers, White Lund, Freehold Athletic,  
Galgate, Ingleton United, Kings Own Depot and Warton. Division Two consisted of Champions, Wards Employees 
followed by Lancaster YMCA,  Scotforth, Caton,  Marsh Wesleyans,  Springfield Athletic,  Silverdale,  Poulton 
Athletic Reserves, Moorlands Celtic, Carnforth Rangers Reserves, Bolton Le Sands (they took over the League 
records and fixtures of White Lund Reserves who had one point deducted for breach of Rule), Glasson Dock 
United, Dolphinholme, N.P.F. Juniors, Waring and Gillows and Halton.  The Parkinson Cup was won by Ingleton 
with Galgate runners-up.  The Lancaster Infirmary Senior Cup was won by Lancaster Discharged from Caton. The 
Lancaster Infirmary Junior Cup Subsidiary Competition was won by Lancaster Discharged from Carnforth Rangers.  
In season 1920-21 the league had three Divisions, Division One had 13 teams, Divisionôs Two and Three contained 
14 teams.  
Anything old relating to any of these clubs/teams from those dates to the present would be very much appreciated 
and can be sent to me.  Again I would keep them safe and return to clubs at a later date.   A room in Skerton 
Liberal Club will be set aside to display any memorabilia we receive to show people.  We have photographs of the 
three teams that have won the Lancashire Football Association Amateur Shield, Lancaster Moor Hospital, Bolton 
Le Sands and Bentham together with reports which will be on show. Up to the late 1940ôs the North Lancashire 
League representative teams played in matches against Scotland and was classed as óJunior Internationalsô. 
Players who played in these were awarded a óCapô similar to what players get now for representing their country. At 
least one of these will be on display. If any old photographs are sent could they have the names of all the people 
on the photos if possible. 

 
A representative match is in the process of being finalised and will be held on Giant-Axe, Lancaster and will 
probably be held in either the second or third week in March probably a Tuesday or Wednesday.  We are hoping 
and trying to get a Football League manager to present trophies to the teams at the end of the game, people we 
have in mind are David Moyes the Everton manager, Sam Allardice of Blackburn and amongst others. We are 
hoping to produce a óSouvenir Programô for sale at the representative match at Giant-Axe. We need sponsors to 
insert in this program, so if you know of anyone who would be willing to place an advert in the program either give 
them my number or ring me and I will ring them.   
 
Other projects for this year are under discussion. Clubs will be informed as they progress. It has been discussed 
that all mementos this season will be special for this season. 
 
If anyone has anything of interest to put on show they can contact Lawrie Postlethwaite, telephone 01524-770095 
who will gladly collect it.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Founding of the North Lancashire & District Football League 
 

At the 1913 A.G.M. Sam Wildman was again appointed Secretary, but almost immediately afterwards had to resign 
owing to a business appointment in London and Mr. Jim Kirby took over for the season which was the last up to the 
war. 
 
During the whole time of the period under review, Joe smith had been the treasurer, a Printer by business many 
times he provided posters, and team sheets at his own expense to help the club through hard times, and in many 
other ways he assisted. His efforts earn this mark of appreciation. 
 
Before we close this episode it might be wise to a quick look into the history of the Leagues in which the Rangers 
were playing in this era. As we previously said a Mr. J. A. MacGregor  a Schoolmaster from Morecambe, was the 
secretary of the League and by from what can be gleaned, from those of that period, he was a character and a 
power in this sphere. In 1912 a rival League was founded in Lancaster, and it was called the Church League. The 
secretary was Mr. Arthur Paine (Who incidentally is now with Bury F.C.) 
 
During the short period before the War, the Church League flourished. We can only draw comparisons  in the 
efficiency of the two by saying the Fixtures, Results and League Tables of the Church League were regularly 
published in the local Press. Those of the North Lancashire & District League were not published regularly. It is 
said that in itôs second year of existence, several clubs were only presented from changing over to the Church 
League through the League not being affiliated to the Lancashire Football Association.  The Church league rectified 
this later. There was more love lost between the two Leaguer factions when the Church nominated Mr. E. (Teddy) 
Webster for the L.F.A. council in opposition to Mr. MacGregor before the set-up fully developed, the fireworks were 
damped by the on-set of World War I. 
 
POST WORLD WAR I 
Organised football resumed in 1919. Mr. MacGregor was not to see the re-start for he died during the early part of 
the war. The re-constitution of the North Lancashire & District Football League had no complications, but it is 
significant that Mr. Arthur Paine the ex-Secretary of the Church League became Secretary. In fact it was an 
alliance of the two leagues and its constitution was built on the lines of the Church League.  1919 is now 
recognised as the foundation year of the North Lancashire & District Football League. Itôs sponsored Cup 
competitions were the Infirmary Senior Cup, Infirmary Junior Cup and The Parkinson Cup was donated by a Mr. 
Parkinson who owned the Collegian Billiard Hall, Gage Street, Lancaster. The Infirmary Senior Cup was a Rugby 
trophy and is a cup worthy of any league. It is said to hold 19 pints and 1 gill. 

 
 
Reproduced by kind permission of Carnforth Rangers F.C. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

This old team photo recalls a great day on the Giant Axe, Lancaster on April 22nd 1939 when it 
was the venue for an England V Scotland Junior International. 
 
Mr. R.J. Meadows of 7 Toll Bar, Scotforth has loaned the picture and assisted in identifying 
some of the players. 
 
An ex RAF man serving his last six months in Cairo, Mr. Meadows was something of a 
footballer in his younger days and did have a trial with Burnley for four years and then 
Bournemouth three years. He played both cricket and football for Lancaster & Morecambe until 
his retirement at 61heôs 74now he was on the Storeys Management team 
 
He is certainly a man with great knowledge of Lancaster. He was born about 200 yards from 
where he now lives and one of his daughterôs lives in Torrisholme.  Sadly his wife dies suddenly 
eight yearôs ago aged 63.  
 
Mr. meadows has the programme from the 1939 junior International and the menu card from a 
dinner to celebrate the occasion, and they make for fascinating reading. The players were Goal: 
R. Meadows (Greenfield Rovers) right back: W. Mossop (Galgate) left back: H. Nicholson 
(Netherfield) right half:  
K. Lomax (Lansil) centre-half G. Pinder captain (Dry Dock) left half: J. Gorst (Edmonsonôs) 
outside half:  
W. Hodgson (Caton) inside right: E. Simpson (Williamsons) centre-forward C. V. Garnett 
(Caton)  
inside left: W. Liver (LCOB) outside left: D. Holden (Carnforth) 
 
Reserves S. Anderson (Netherfield) H. gorst (Carnforth) G. Wilkinson (Technical College) 
 
The referee was RQMS Darks (Lancaster and District Referees Society) and the English 
linesman  
(R. H. Gardner) 
 
It was a great occasion the formal kick off was carried out by the Mayor of Lancaster. Councillor 
Mrs. Musgrave-Hoyle. Standfast Works Band was there (conductor A E Brownbills) and a 
physical culture display was given by Netherfield Ladies. 
 
England played in white shirts and black shorts and Scotland blue with lion rampant. 
 
Mr. Meadows just cant remember what the score was. He thinks it may have been 2 ï 1 to 
England. 
 
Some of the programmeôs notes of the players make good reading. Meadows ñwas a sound 
goalkeeper with good anticipationò Mossop ñA clever right back who uses his head very wellò 

 
 
This article was published in the Lancaster Guardian on 19

th
 August 1994. We thank them for allowing us to 

reproduce it. It was loaned to us by Les Crane 



 
 
 
Below comments from Les regarding the match and players involved. 
 
I was 12 years of age when this match was played on the Giant Axe in 1939, but even so I had 
an association with at least 3 of these players some years later, viz :- Ronnie Meadows, 
(Greenfield Rovers & Lancaster City I was Goalkeeper in the City Reserve side. W (Bill) Mossop 
(Galgate) We both played for Ingleborough, George Pinder, (Dry Dock United) We both played 
for Dry Dock United, & Harry Gorst (Carnforth Rangers) We both played for Morecambe 
Reserves.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Carnforth Rangers F.C. 1907-08 
 

Team 1907-08  

H. (Paddy)Gill; R.  (Dick) Harrison, J. (Jack).Martin; D. (Don. Hodgson, W. (Twerl). Hodgson,  
J.Sherdley; G. (Gordon).Murray. Bateman, H. (Herbert).Beattie,  

T. (Tommy).Kelly, T. (Tom).Smith. 
 Reserves : A. Bagguley  and R. (Diick).Kirby 

  

 
 
 



 
 

Carnforth Rangers F.C. 1927-28 
 

 
Carnforth Rangers F.C. 1950-51 

 


